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y. 13. ; 

Our context informs us, that, Naaman, a 
captain of the host of the king of Syria, in com- 
pliance with the recommendation of a little 
maid, who had been taken captive out of the 
land of Israel, had repaired to the house of 
Elisha the prophet, with a view to be cured of 
the leprosy, with which he was afflicted. This 
Naaman, wasa man of great distinction, and 
had visited the king of Israel, for the purpose 
of being cured, previous to the time of which I 
am speaking, who, being. apprehensive that 
Naaman had come to seek a quarrel, exclaimed 
under the influence of his suspicions, ws Am I 
God, to kill, and to make alive, that this man, 
(the king of Syria) doth send unto me, to re- 
cover a man of his leprosy ? He therefore rent 
his clothes, and discharged his guest. But 
Elisha, the mast of Gody hearing of this affair, 
sent to the kingy saying Wherefore hast thou 
rent thy clothes? Lethim= come now to me, 
and he shall know that there is a prophet in 
Israel.” ‘ Accordingly, Naaman came to the 
house of Elisha, whe, sent put. @ messenger to 
him, saying, “ go, andywash, in Jordan seven 
times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, 
and thou shalt be clean” But Naaman was 
wroth, and went away and ‘said, “ Behold, I 
thought, he will surely come out to me, and 
stand and call on the name of the Lond his God, 
and strike his hand over the place, and recover 
the Leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, riv- 
ers of Damascus, better than all the waters of 
Israel ? May I not wash in themand be clean? 
so he turned, and went away ina rage.” And 
his servants came near and spake unto himand 
said : “ My father, if the prophet had bid thee 
do some great thing, wouldst thou not have 
done it? How much rather, then, when he saith 


to thee wash and be clean?”—Afterwards 
he went, and did as the prophet had directed 
him, and was restored to health, 

The doctrine of our text is quite obvious to 
the intelligent mind. It is embraced in four 
particulars. 1. The man was laboring under 
adistressing and to2thsome malady. 2. He 
was anxious to be healed. 3. The proper 
means were appointed by the servant of God. 
And 4, The means so appointed, were reject- 
ed on account of their simplicity. A few re- 
marks upon each of these particulars, will prob- 
ably open a field for our moral improvement on 
this occasion. 1. The disease, with which 
Naaman was afilicted, was one peculiarly dis- 
tressing, and loathsome. The leprosy, covers 
the whole body with a kind of white scurf or 
scales. This was a complaint, peculiar, in 
those days, to the country where the scene 
was laid ; and may well be said, to constitute 
one of the most distressing evils which ever 
fell upon the people who inhabited that 
country. One peculiarity of this disease, is 
worthy of notice. It spread over the whole bod- 
y, and was not confined to any particular part 
ofthe flesh ,but affected the whole. So thata 
person laboring under such complaint, might 
literally be said, to be covered with sores 
from the crown of the head to the soles of his 
feet. Ido not know, whether this disease was 
considered contagious or not, but, so very dis- 
agreeable was it, that, many laws were enacted 
by the ancients, to keep, at a respectful dis- 
tance, and under proper regulations, those who 
were afflicted withit. To give a description 
of this loathsome malady, would be perhaps 
quite unnecessary,and at all events too disagree- 
able, to interest the reader. If any one is de- 
sirous to learn the particulars, he can read at 
his leisure the 13. chap. Lev. 

Naaman, was in this deplorable condition, 
when he came to the nan of God to be healed. 
Hence 2ndly. As he was perfectly sensible of 
his situation, he was of course desirous to be 
healed, and for that reason, appeared at the 
house of Elisha, 

There is no great difficulty in persuading a 
man, to apply for relief, when he actually finds 
himself sick. And in a case like the one un- 
der consideration, in which the symptons were 
in all cases of such a peculiar nature, as could 
leave no room for doubt in relation to the kind 
of disorder, we may well suppose, that the pa- 
tient would embrace the first opportunity, to 
obtain relief. But S3dly. However distressing 





the disease might be, there was one, who was 
able, and was di to cure it. Elisha, thy 
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man of God, directed by the spirit and finger 
of Jehovah, was well acquainted with the meas- 
ures to be taken, to effect a cure. ‘ Go,” said 
he, “ and wash in the waters of Jordan seven 
times, and thy flesh shall come unto thee again, 
and thou shalt be clean.” 

This was a disease, which required something 
more than the patient possessed within himself, 
to remove it; and this accounts for Naaman’s 
application to the prophet. So difficult was it, 
to effect a cure, that even the king of Israel, 
considered it an imposition, to be called upon 
to render any assistance; and this accounts 
for his exclamation: “ Am I God, to kill and 
to make alive, that this man doth send into me 
to recover a man of his leprosy!” Something 
more than human power, was necessary, to re- 
move this terrible disease! But, the man of 
God, possessed the skill, to discover, and the 
wisdom, to prescribe the means by which to 
effect a cure. The course prescribed, though 
simple, proved in the end to be efficacious, and 
finally restored the patient to health, It was 
all apparenily of little consequence: Merely 
washing seven times in the waters of Jordan.— 
But such was the way appointed, and'so the 
cure must be effected or not at all. 

But 4thly : This simple prescription did not 
answer the expectations of the noble patient. 
He had travelled some distance, to obtain re- 
lief from the advice and skill of an eminent 
and celebrated man ; and after all, Elisha did 
not even come.from within the house, but mere- 
ly sent his messenger to the door, with the 
simple direction! This was truly mortifying.— 
“Behold,” says he “I thought he will surely 
come out to me, and stand and call onthe name 
of the Lord his God, and shake his hand over 
the place and recover the Leper!” But no: 
he only sends his messenger to me and I am 
told to go and wash seven times in Jordan! how 
simple! are not the rivers of Damascus, alto- 
gether better than all the waters of Israel >— 
May Inot just as well wash in them and be 
clean, as to follow the simple directions of this 
foolish old man? 

Thoughts like these agitated his mind, and 
words to a similar import, escaped his lips.— 
“ So he turned and went away in a rage.” Now 
every ground of objection, to the prescription 
of the prophet, is perfectly apparent. ‘There 
was not parade enough about it; it was too 
plain and simple; every one could understand 
it. Ifthe prophet had taken in his hand, a 
wand, and marched in solemn procession at the 
head of a multitude to the water, and there 
pronounced a few mysterious words, which no 
body could understand or comprehend ; and 
then, had he ceremoniously washed the patient, 
in all probability, it would have given much 
satisfaction. In a word “Ifthe prophet had 
bid him do some great thing” it would have 
been done much more cheerfully. Alas! Poor 
human neture, is fond of parade! It likes a 
pompous display, and rejects, with disdain, 
whatever is uot “some great thing !” 





Thumbly conceive, that, in our subject, as 
thus presented to the mind, there is contained, 
a metaphorical representation of some facts, 
which deserve, and I trust, will now receive, 
the attention of the reader. 

The man who was leprous, may stand as the 
metaphorical representative of a sinner. The 
similitude is peculiarly striking. In the first 
place, it is worthy of remark that, the leprosy 
is not a disease with which infants or children 
are afflicted. This accounts for the words of 
Elisha, when he informed Naaman, that, after 
his washing in Jordan, his flesh should come 
again and he should be clean: And hence itis 
said, that, after he had washed as directed “ his 
flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little 
child.” I mention this fact inorder to show 
the impropriety of supposing children to be to- 
tally depraved and therefore fit subjects of 
the bottomless pit. It has ever been an ob- 
ject with adults, to retain the vigor and health 
of youth, and we often, when laboring under 
the pain and inconvenience of ap impaired con- 
stitution, look back to the peripd-of our infan- 
cy, and long for a return 6f the “héalth of ‘those 
happy days. Hence Naaman considered him- 
self perfectly restored when his flesh became 
like that of a child. But in addition to all this, 
our Saviour has given us a lesson upon this sub- 
ject, which should uot be forgottten. Instead 
of saying, tha. children were totally depraved, 
he said on a certain eccasion “ suffer little chil- 
dren to come unto me and forbid them not for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven.” Again: 
As the leprosy covered the whole body, so sin, 
in like manner, pervades our whole mortal sys- 
tem. Although in both cases, the inner map 
may be in a greater or less degree free from the 
disease, yet the earthly frame is in every part, 
contaminated with the loathsome malady. Nor 
is it unreasonable, to suppose, that the mental 
faculties, of one thus afflicted, would be in some 
measure impaired by the disorder. We know 
that sickness generally weakens the mind as 
well as the body : And probably, that of Naa- 
man, was somewhat affected, which occasioned 
his rage at the good Elisha. But it is enough, 
to know, that sin pervades the whole earthly 
nature; and, until the soul is dislodged, will 
sometimes bring into captivity the “inner man,” 
and frequently disorganize the mind and weak- 
ea its energies. Again: As the leper could 
not prescribe for himself, so the sinner, is com- 
pelled, to depend upon the Physician of souls, 
for deliverance from his iniquity. There was 
but one in all Israel, who could cure the dis- 
ease with which Naaman was afflicted. Even 
the king himself, was not able, to remove the 
complaint. Neither can man, be freed from 
sin, unless he repairs to our great prophet, 
priest, and Saviour. “ There is no other name 
given under heaven through which we must be 
saved,” than that of Jesus Christ. He is the 
only medium, through which we can receive 
deliverance, 


In this sense also we may consider the mau 
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sick of the leprosy, as the representativeof Ad- 
am’s posterity collectively,or individually. “All 
have sinned,and come short of the glory of God.” 
There are none who are exempt from the dis- 
ease of sin: all have gone out the way—all, 
together have become unprofitable : there is 
none that doeth good, no not one. 

Then 2. Mankind when sensible of the fact 
that they are diseased with sin, will desire to 
be healed. 

That every sinner is sensible of the malady 
which destroys his quietude, is a self-evident 
proposition. For, admitting, as we must, that 
sin is a violation of some law ofthe understand- 
ing it would be nonsense to say, that a man had 
violated the law of his understanding .without 
being sensible of it, “ Where.there is no law 
(or no knowledge of any, for ‘the law exists 
whether man knows it or wor) there is no trans- 
gression.” Therefore, it follows, that, when- 


ever mankind transgress te law of God, or to 
_ say the least, when they are sensible of it, they 
isorder is, and of course de- 


know. what t 
sire to he healed. 

Although it is maintained by some, that man- 
kind are in love with sin, and delight to roll it 
as a sweet morsel under their tongues ; yet, I 

have never in my life, heard it maintained, that 
they are in love with the consequences of it ; to 
wit, punishment. Now, ifwe admit a truth, 
plainly taught in the bible, and enforced by the 
lessons of experience, viz. that God will by 
no means clear the guilty, or that, when a man 
sins “ he shall surely die,” it follows that man- 
kind will not love sin any more than they do 
punishment, knowing that the punishment will 
surely follow the offence. 

I mention this, with a view, to convince the 
candid reader, that every sinner,when acquaint- 
ed with the nature of the disease which affects 
him, will invariably, desire to be healed.—It 
is true, that, in many instances, when persons 
are seriously ill, they will not be sensible of 
the malignity of the disease, which is fast 
driving them to the grave, and therefore give 
themselves no trouble about it; but make 
them acquainted with the true state of their 
case, and they will immediately desire relief.— 
Some, are also apt to imagine, that, the reme- 
dy prescribed by certain doctors, is worse 
than the disease, and will therefore abstain 
from making any application, But generally 
speaking, mankind, when tormented with the 
moral disease of sin, are anxious to be deliver- 
ed from it. 

This brings me to show, that, there is balm in 
Gilead, and a physician in Israel; who can 
cure the leprosy of sin. 

The prophet Elisha, is considered as a type 
of Jesus Christ—And he was appointed by 
the Lord to heal the sick and to direct the 
temporal ‘concerns of Israel, so Christ was 
anointed above his fellows—was exalted a 
prince and a Saviour: was endowed with wis- 
dom without measure, to be a light unto the 





gentiles, a lamp to our feet, a physician to heal 
the nations, 

When he appeared, the light of life and 
peace—the rays of love and compassion, 
beamed from the east, and dispelled, in a 
measure, the moral darkness of the world.— 
The sun of righteousness and peace arose with 
healing in his beams, which when felt, will in- 
mierr: refresh, and renew, and heal, and 
cleanse the soul! 

Thus, then, is opened a fountain for Judah 
and Jerusalem to wash in, and be clean! The 
windows of heaven, have been opened, and 
the gentle and numerous streams of grace, 
have descended and emptied their tributary 
waters of eternal life, into the great ocean of 
God’s everlasting love, until the flood is of suf- 
ficient depth fora manto swim in, and the 
world of sinners is invited to “wash and be 
clean !” 

Ihave said that Elisha was the type of 
Christ: But he sent out his messenger. So 
did the anti-type. He sent forth his messené 
gers, and gave them their commission, What 
was it?—“Go preach the gospel to every 
creature.”’ What is the gospel? The news 
of a blessing in Christ for all people—A dec- 
laration of the truth that the water of life is 
prepared for the healing of all the nations, 
kindreds, and families ofthe earth. A des- 
cription of God’s love for sinners; the joyful 
tidings of salvation! Go therefore ye Naa- 
mans, ye sinfers, and wash in the cooling wa- 
ters seven times, and ye shall be clean! But is 
that all? Are not the rivers of Damascus bet- 
ter than all the waters of Israel? May we not 
just as well wash in them and be clean? Can 
we not invent some better way, some more 
honorable method of being cleansed? =“ 

My christian reader, permit me to ask you 
a few questions on this occasion. Do you not 
suppose, that if you should repent, and be 
baptised, and tell your experience, and pray 
to be seen of men, and give something’to con- 
vert the heathen, &c. that you would be more 
sure of eternal happiness, than you could be, 
were you to resign yourselves into the hands 
of God,and trust your salvation to bis kindness, 
and rest your hopes on his mercy? Do you 
not think, that it will be the safest way to do 
something for yourselves rather than to trust 
your all in the hands of God? Methinks you 
say yes. Perhaps some are of the opinion, 
that the waters of Damascus are better than the 
ocean of God’s love. Perhaps a little ceremo- 
ny would suit you better than simply to do as 
the prophet directs ! 

“But says one, is there not something for the 
creature todo? Did not Elisha command the le- 
per to go and wash seven times in Jordan ? Yes. 
And would to God that all who hear the com- 
mand would obey. 

But let us consider the nature of this com- 
mand. 

In the fisst place, we discover, that, the un- 
clean man, was to wash in the waters of Israel. 
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It will be recollected, that Christ was the seed 
of Jacob, thro’ the loins of David, &c. The 
direction of the prophet, may, and unquestion- 
ably does represent, a spiritual washing in the 
ocean of that grace, which secures a blessing 
for all people in Christ. The promise of this 
blessing, was given to Abraham, renewed to 
Isaac, and confirmed to Jacob, or Israel, It is 
worthy of remark also, that the leper, Naaman, 
was an alien from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and a stranger in the land. But even he was 
allowed to wash inthe waters of Jordan. Again : 
He was to wash seven times. A more striking 
and beautiful subject cannot be presented to 
the mind for contemplation than is contained in 
this particular. He was to wash seven times and 
no more, But why thus? Why not six times 
or less? Let us consider. The nnmber seven, 
among the ancients was held sacred. The rea- 
sons why, are known by many of my readers. 
It was considered “a number of perfection.” 

The washing in Jordan seven times,may there- 
fore represent the seven perfections of God. 
If then, we attribute these perfections to Deity, 
they will stand thus: He is good, merciful, 
just, true, wise, and eternal in love. The wa- 
ters of Jordan, then, may represent that ocean 
of love which constitutes the brightest attri- 
bute of Jehovah’s character. 

But merely washing in this fountain of living 
waters ence, could not effect a cure. It must 
bedone seven times. Hence we may learn, that 
altho’ all the perfections of Deity are but mod- 
ifications of adorable and incomprehensible 
love, get it is essential, that every perfection, 
should be employed in the cleansing operations 
of the great Redeemer. First, then, Good- 
ness must be manifested to the sinner, in or- 
der, that, he may learn, by comparison, the ex- 
ceeding sinfulness of sin, and thus be led to 
repentance. 2ndly. His mercy must be unfold- 
ed to the mind in order to lead the subject to be 
also merciful, 3rd. Justice must be exercised 
in giving efficacy to the law, thereby teaching 
the sinner “ the way of transgressors is hard,” 
and that, “ in keeping the commandments there 
isa great reward.” 4Athly. Truth must be un- 
folded to the mind, so that we may have a 
foundation for our faith, and an unmoveable 
bulwark against doubt. 5thly. Holiness must 
be rendered conspicuous, in order, that we may 
be holy. 6thly. Wisdom, even that which is 
from above, must be discovered, in order, that 
we may be pure, peaceable, gentle;easy to be 
entreated, full of merey and good fruits, without 
partiality & hypocrisy : And 7thly Love,eternal 
as God-extensive as immensity—unchangeable as 
Jehovah—immutable as heaven—impartial as 
the rays of the bright luminary of day, must 
shine untarnished, extend through all extent, and 
concentrate, and pervade the souls of men, and 
excite us to a blissful contemplation of the per- 
fections of Deity, until sin is washed from the 
universe of God, and succeeded by all-per- 
vading and never dying purity and peace ! 

The command of the prophet, therefore, im- 





plies, that the sinner should go and wash in 
this ocean of love. This is what the creature 
is required to do in order to be cleansed. 

The reader may think that this makes salva- 
tion conditional, and implies that the sinner 
must do something for himself, that he must 
wash himself in Jordan’s cleansing waters, or 
he cannot be saved. Saved from what? Says 
the objector, from punishment. Now, the 
objector is altogether mistaken! I have not 
said one word about salvation from punishment, 
Thag is a kind of salvation which I know noth. 
ing about. My bible says nothing about salva- 
tion from deserved punishment. 

It would be well for the reader to remember 
that I have been prescribing on this occasion,a 
eure for Sin. t have been trying to con 
vince the reader that, if we wash, and bathe 
our contaminated souls, in the fountain of 
God’s Love, it will cleanse us from sin, and 
lead us to the throne of divine favor. And to 


the end, that we may do thus, it becomes neces- 
sary that we should have a — to obey 
ligh Priest and 


the injunction of our great 
Saviour. 

But, what does this mean? We have 
heard much about washing in the fountain of 
God’s Love, and this language, is as yet, as 
mysterious, and metaphorical, as that of the 
text. Pray tell us what are we to understand 
by washing in this water of Israel ? 

I answer: In the first place : You must take 
off your garments of self-righteousness. Then 
you must consider well the subject, and view 
the ocean before you: Then you must consid- 
er that all God’s perfections run one way.— 
Then you must ascertain the width and depth 
of that love wherewith God hath loved you: 
And then—hear it -ye sinners—and then— 
you must trust in his mercy! But says the 
hearer, is this all? “Behold, I thought he 
will surely come out to me, and stand and cal! 
onthe name of the Lord his God, and strike 
his hand over the place and recover me.” But 
may we not do something else beside trust in 
the mercy of God? This process is too simple. 
“JT think” says one, “that I will wash in the 


-waters of Damascus, and in the waters of Is- 


rael also, so that if one system fails, another 
will catch me!” “ Your doctrine” says anoth- 
er, “is very plain, and simple; but I think 
your professors make but little show of their 
religion !” 

May God Almighty grant, that those who 
trust in the impartial favor and mercy of God, 
may never make much parade about their re- 
ligion, to be seen of men! Go, brethren, 
wash in the waters of Israel’s Jordan—go, 
bathe in the fountain of love; go repose in 
the bosom ef that Jesus, who came to save the 
world from sin and woe ! 

But lastly: In all human probability, there 
are some, who, like Naaman of old, will prefer 
to reject this simple prescription, and continue 
to wash in the waters of Damascus. Perhaps 
some may be ready to “ turn away in a rage,’ 
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and reject a doctrine, which admits of no im- , 
provement from the hands of mortals. Perhaps 
the reader may desire something more pom- | 
pous, more imposing, more attracting, than the | 
simple religion thus presented to the mind. 

Be it so. But let me tell you in the fear of | 
God, that true religion consists not in parade, | 
but in humility: It is a truth, kind reader, | 
that mankind are fond of some great thing.— 
The essentials of religion, are simple, and 
plain; the way-fairing man may run, and read, 
and understand, all that is necessary to be 
known in relation to our duty to God, our- 
selves, and our fellow men. But the world, 
must make some great display! Others it is 
thought,must know,from occular demonstration, 
that we are religious. Hence distinctions must 
be observed; the priest must be consulted ; 
professors must pray, be baptised in water ; be 
united formally to the church; they must go 
thro’ many ceremonies, in order to be consid- 
ered devoted and pious; in a word, they must 
do some great thing ! 

Hence when a system of faith is promulgated 
which has nothing mysterious in it,—that eve- 
ry body can understand, it is rejected. And 
especially, if the preacher does not make some 
display, lay his hand upon the sinner, and go 
thro’ a round of ceremony, his religion, by 
many, is considered nething. This furnishes a 
reason for the conduct of thousands. They 
reject with disdain the simple doctrine of 
And 


Christ, and desire “some great thing.” 
hence, areligion filled with contradictions, and 
mysteries, and absolute absurdities, is generally 
more readily embraced than one which can be 
understood, And among other things, a pop- 
ular religion must be sought after, and main- 


tained, let it cost what it may! Permit me 
then, to ask in the words of our text; “If the 
prophet, or preacher, had commanded thee to 
do some great thing wouldest theu not have 
done it ? 
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“¢ | HAVE SOMEWHAT AGAINST THEE.”-—Bible. 
An Address to the Episcopalian clergymen of the U. 
States in general, and to the ‘ Rector of St. Paul’s,’ 
Buffalo, in particular ; wherein divers errors of 
faith and practice are proved to be anti-christian, 
and anti-republican. 


Gentlemen : It is a source of much satisfaction to 
every liberal mind, to know, that in this highly fa- 
vored country, we are all allowed to worship God 
according to the dictates of our own consciences, and 
are at liberty to investigate those affairs, which, more 
than any other, concern our present and eternal 
peace. It will not, therefore, I humbly trust, be con- 
sidered an infringement upon your own, or the privi- 
leges of others, when I attempt, in the spirit of can- 
dor and charity to exhibit what I conceive to be the 




















errors of your faith and practice. For, knowing that 
toleration and eharity are among the brightest vir- 
tues of the christian, and constitute the strongest tie 
that can unite the hearts of men, I would not deny 
my faith by works unauthorised by those endear- 
ing principles, nor willingly make an attempt to de- 
prive you, or those belonging to your order, of those 
inestimable blessings to be expected in consequence 
of their inculcation. ' 

As it respects your doctrine, gentlemen, it is evi- 
dent to my mind that it has many defects, inasmuch 
asit limits the grace of the Holy One of Israel, aud, 
in its detail, maintains sentiments utterly repugnant 
to our reason and at variance with the scriptures.— 
In your xvii. article we are told, that ‘‘ Predestina- 
tion to life, is the everlasting purpose of God, where- 
by \(before the foundations of the world were laid) he 
hath constantly decreed, by his counsel, secret to us, 
to deliver from curse and damnation, those whom be 
hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring 
them by Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels 
made to honor. Therefore they, which he endued 
with so excellent a benefit of God, he called accor- 
ding to Gud’s purpose by his “spirit working in due 
season : they ihrough grace obey the calling: they 
be justified freely : they be made Sons of God by 
Adoption: they be made like the image of his only 
begotten Son Jesus Christ : they walls religiously in 
good works, and at length by God’s mercy they at- 
tain to ererlasting felicity.” Thus it appears; that 
you maintain the eternal election of “ a certain defi- 
nite number of the fallen race of Adam to everlast- 
ing life” and felicity, as strenuously as any other 
sect, not excepting even the Calvinists; and you 
will not deny the fact, that you, as well as your cal- 
vinistic brethren, believe, that the residue of “ the 
fallen race of Adam” are by, and “ ordained 
to dishonor and wrath for their sins, to the praise of 
God’s vindictive justice.” If you, gentlemen, do in 
fact believe the above doctrine as laid down in your 
tooks, Ido not find it in my heart to censure you for 
thus believing. It is your privilege so to do; and 
this inestimable privilege is guaranteed to you by 
our constitution, by our laws, and by the general 
consent ofall parties in christendom. But, if you, 
while believing the above doctrine, endeavor to hide 
its deformity, or mislead, the public by keeping back 
a part of your system, the st anc. laws, buth of 
God and our blessed country secure to your oppo- 
nents the privilege of calling in question your sincer- 
ity and impeaching your motives. 

I shall not enter into a particular discussion of the 
doctrine above mentioned, at this time, but sha!l con- 
tent myself with the unqualified assertion, that, to 
my understanding, your views are altogether incom- 
patible with the scriptures, and at open warfare with 
all that is good and just on earth or inheaven. And 
farther, it appears to be quite unnecessary for mc to 
attempta refutation of it, as it appears that even 
yourselves, generally are displeased and disgusted 
with it. Indeed, it is quite apparent, from your 9p- 
position to the calvinisis, that you would have the 
world understand that you disavow a belief in the 
doctrine so plainly, and so unequivocally taught in 
the seventeenth article of your faith as above quot- 
ed. But what is truly remarkable, and, ifI rightly 
judge, quite reprehensible, is the line of conduct you 

rsue relative to the subject under consideration. — 

ou will not deny, that the above article, in effect, 
at least, teaches the doctrine of eternal election and 
reprobation ; and having subscribed to the doctrine, 
how happens it that you so strenuously deny it in 
your public and private labors? Ifit be true that 
* predestination tolife is the everlasting purpose of 
God, whereby, before the foundations of the world 





were laid, he hath constantly decreed, by his coun- 
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sel, secret to us, todeliyer from curse and damnation 
a PART of mankind, it must also be true that he pas- 
sed by a part, and ordained, either that they should 
be driven to perdition by an irresistible decree, or 
Jed to distress and unceasing anguish by those pro- 
pensities with which God himself endowed them.— 
One of three conclusions must therefore be adopted 
by all those who give their assent to the above propo- 
sitions. Either, 1. that calvinism is true in this re- 
spect, in the estimation of episcopalians ; or, 2. that 
the episcopalians do nut hold it to be true; or, 3. 
that the article under consideration is false, and be- 
lieved to be so by those who pretend to believeit. I 
would not, gentlernen, wish to deprive you of the in- 
estimable privilege of choosing for yourselves which 
of the above deductions you please ; but, you will al- 
so pardon me for saying, that either will be incom- 
patible with the sacred and responsible profession in 
which you are employed. For, if you adopt the arti- 
cle in its proper sense you must confess that you are 
in reality calvinists ; and ifso, it appears highly im- 
pruper for you to condemn the doctrine of our pres- 
byterian and baptist friends, or to preach against 
what you verily believe to be true. If you do not 
believe the article, it appears highly improper for 
you, standing as you doin the exalted station of 
teachers, to pretend to believe it. And, thirdly, if 
you donot believe the article in any sense of the 
word, it appears strange indeed, that you do not rise 
en masse and have it expunged from among the thirty 
nine articles of your belief. For, really, itis a thing, 
to me quite inexplicable, how you can persuade your- 
selves of the propriety of maintaining a doctrine 
which you do not believe, or how you can preach to 
others as the truth of God, sentiments, which you in- 
wardly abhor. You will perceive from this, gentle- 
men, that the humble writer of this essay does not 


censure you for believing or disbelieving any doc- 
trine, whether true or false, if it so be that your con- 
viction of its truth or falsity are honest and pure ;— 
but to intimate to your superior understandings the 
propriety of sincerity in all your professions, is my 
governing motive ; and your good, and the permanent 
benefit of your supporters is the leading ob- 


ject ofmy pursuit. For the attainment of this ob- 
ject, so very desirable to every honest and virtuous 
tan, I shall hereafter be more particular. 

(To be continued.) 


A BIGOT REPROVED. 

Not long since, while on a toura short distance to 
the east of this place, I was abruptly accosted by an 
orthodox deacon inthe following manner. Is not 
your name E——? To which I replied in the affir- 
mative; upon which he thus continued. I thought 
you was the man; I heard you preach once at C—— 
Cc and was not pleased with your doctrine. I 
thiok it very licentiousand wicked. This singular 
beginning induced me to alight from my horse, when 
the following dialogue ensued. 

Deacon. 1 know all about your doctrine—I know 
it to be a bad doctrine, and those who preach it do 
not believe it themselves. 

E. Well, Sir, ofonething you may be assured ; 
your charity will never do youany harm. But pray 
sir, since you are so well informed ahout the doctrine 
I profess, how did you obtain your knowledge of it ? 

Dea. How? Why, [have been a universalist 
myself for many years, and know all about it ;—before 
I was converted I was a strong universalist—as good 
an one as any of you. 

E. Well, sir, since you have been so good as to 
say that we do not believe what we pretend to, may 
I ask, if you was a universalist of this description ? 

Dea. Yes, Iwas. 1 never believed it. I al- 





ways knew better than to consider it a bible doe- 
trine, though I tried hard to make myself believe it. 

E. Then it appears, deacon, from your own con- 
fession, that you never was, what you pretended to 
be; and as you then acted the hypocrite, and lied in 
the bargain, you will pardon me for suspecting your 
veracity even now! 

REMARKS. 

The above exhibits the wantonness of that kind 
of religionists who are disposed to abuse a doctrine 
which they neither understand, nor desire to have 
true. There are many in the world, who call them- 
selves universalists, and are considered such by oth- 
ers, who are entirely ignorant of it, and its require- 
ments. Such professors often fall out of the way, and 
frequently injure the cause by pretending to believe 
it. After the above conversation took place I found 
that the bigotted old man did not know the first or 
most distinguishing article of our faith; and from 
what was said, I became perfectly satisfied, that un- 
less his memory had been uncommonly treacherous, 
he never was acquainted, either theoretically or prac- 
tically with the doctrine of God’s illimitable good- 
ness and love; yet he nevertheless had the effrontry 
to say that he had once tasted and seen that the 

is good. Itisnotto be wondered at, that sc 
many pretenders to our faith come to some dreadful 
end. The murderer, D. How, was justsuch a uni- 
versalist as the good old deacon was and neither of 
of them ever saw the day when they deserved its 
name or its blessings. - We pray God, that all bigots, 
pharisees, fanatics, and ignorant deacons, may 
speedily repent and become believers in the truth ; 
but heaven shield us from the dreadful consequenccs 
of being honored by pretenders, who know not the 
truth nor its efficacy. If mankind would strive to 
make themselves acquainted with God. and would 
read their bibles; or if they would endeavor to know 
and understand our views, they would be better 
qualified to appreciate our motives, and better pre- 
pared to avoid detection in the sin that so easily besets 
them. We would give a New England Primer, to 
be made acquainted with a calvinist who is capable 
of giving a correct statement of one faith. 


“ CaRISTIAN TELESCOPE, AND ANTI-THEOCRAT.” 
We learn from the Christain Telescope, that the 
editorial labors of that paper dre to devolve on broth- 
er J. S. Green of Providence R. I. and that it is to 
assume the title which is at the head of this article.— 
This arrangement is rendered necessary, ‘in cor- 
sequence of the little time which the present Editor 
(brother Pickering] is enabled to devote to it from the 
press of other duties more connected with his situat- 
ion ;” but we hopeits future success and usefulness will 
not be retarded by the proposed arrangement. From 
the title of the work we conclude that the ungodly 
schemes of a money-loving—or—a money-getting 
priesthood, will find in its columns afaithfully exposi- 
tion of their designs; and from the talents and per- 
severence of its editor we expect ‘‘a word fitly 
spoken.” The work isto be enlarged and published 
on the following condition. It is to contaiu 8 Quarto 
pages on good paper and new type; it will be afford- 
ed tosubscribers at $2,56 per year. if paid in advance, 
or three dollars in six months. Agents, who obtain 
six copies, will be entitled tothe seventh gratis. 


“ HERALD OF SALVATION.” 

Br. S. R. Smith of Philadelphia, having complet- 
ed the volume of the “ Universalist,” bas united with 
Br. P. Morse ‘ and they have resumed the labors of 
the “ Herald of Salvation,” formerly published at 
Watertown, N. ¥. It must be confessed that the 
several papers that were united, a few months since, 
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under the one head of “The Universalist,” have 
gone through many changes—all of which could pot 
have been profitable to the gentlemen who united, 
nor to the public who patronized their labors. But 
we hope the whole may result in the permanent es- 
tablishment of the Herald of Salvation. We hope 


their labors will be profitable to themselves and the 
public, and doubt not that they will be so. 


TO A STRANGE CORRESPONDENT. 
We have recently received a long essay from the 
pen of our old friend “ Pilgrim and Stranger,” bear- 
ing date «‘United States of America Jan. 16th, 1826” 
post marked “ Erie, May Ist.” ,,The article is signed 
«the Branch”—and maintains that all the world are 
out of the way, and under the dominion of old Adam, 
with the solitary exception of “* the Branch” alias “ihe 
stranger and Pilgrim”—alias “'T. B.”—alias fana- 
ticism! If our friend, therefore, is the only one in 
this wide world who is rightly instructed—if he alone, 
is governed by the lord from heaven, we are surely 
in an awful predicament! But heis in a fair way to 
convince us that we have yet remaining, the sense of 
feeling, and if he “ perseveres unto the end,” we shall 
have but little of the * root of all evil” to retard our 
progress in “ spiritual things ;” for he has already 
drawn from our pockets enough to pay for two loaves 
and three small fishes! We have once written our 
good friend a letter on the subject, and now, once for 
all he is informed, that we cannot, and shall not pub- 
lish his communications in the Advocate, whether 
Adam reigns triumphant or not! « The Branch,” 
should have paid his own postage. 


TO OUR PATRONS. 

The following gentlemen have been duly appoint- 
ed Acents for the Gospel Advocate and are author- 
ised to receive subscribers and collect any monies 
that may be due for the paper, in their respective 
towns. 

Dr. James E. Seaver, Pembroke, Genesee co. N.Y. 
Albert Hayden, Esq. Bennington, Genesee co. N. Y. 
Mr. R. Gardner, Attica, Village, Gen. co. N. Y. 
Daniel Collins, Esq. Vernal P. O. Attica, Gen. co. 
J. Rix, Alexander, Gen. co. N. Y, 

Thomas Gross, P, M. Cayuga Creek, Erie co. N.Y. 


NOTICE. It isexpected that Br. Wiivis from 
the state of New Hampshire, will preach in this Vil- 
lage, on the third Sabbath of this month; and at 
Cayuga Creek the following Wednesday ; and at 
Williamsville on the following Thursday. 


REMARKS ON JOHN V. 28, 29. 

* Marvel not at this ; for the hour is coming 
in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice, and shall come forth ; they 
that have done good unto the resurrection of 
life, and they that have done evil unto the 
resurrection of damnation.” 

Although the views, which the Universalists 
entertain ofthis passage of scripture, have often 
been given, in their public papers, yet, as there 
seems to be great stress laid upon it, by the ad- 
vocates of future punishment, perhaps the Ed- 
itors of the Magazine will be willing to admit 
any further comments, which may seem to es- 
tablish the correctness of those views. 

Sometime during the past winter, I had a 
conversation with a Unitarian clergyman, in 








this visteamempccsbic for his learning and 
talents, who, while he acknowledged the entire 
silence of the Old Testament concerning future 
punishment, (meaning punishment in a future 
state) contended that the doctrine was asserted, 
as he thought, inthe New. And when I asked 
him to name an instance, he quoted the passage 
which heads this article, as being incontestibly 
to that purpose, I endeavored to point out to 
him the reasons which induced me to think he 
labored under a mistake. Among those rea- 
sons, I offered the following : 1st. In the 25th 
verse our Lord speaks of the dead as then hear- 
ing his voice, and as receiving life in conse- 
quence. It was agreed, that in this instance, a 
resurrection from moral, or spiritual death, to 
moral or spiritual life, was intended. There- 
fore I insisted, that, unless he could show, from 
the thread of our Lord’s discourse, that he 
changed the subject at the 28th and 29th ver- 
ses, we ought to conclude that the same spirit- 
ual resurrection, on this side the grave, continu- 
ed to be our Lord’s subject. I endeavored to 
show that the word graves should no more be 
construed literally than the resurrection ; for 
that would be a departure from the acknowl- 
edged tenor of the-discourse. I also referred 
to the metaphorical use of the same word in 


the 37th chapter of Ezekiel, Butthe argument 
| which seemed to me most conclusive, was this : 


—Our Lord declared (as we read in the 20th 
chapter of Luke) when disputing with the Sad- 
ucees on the subject of the resurrection, that 
they who shall be accounted worthy to obtain 
it, are equal unto the angels, and are the chil- 
dren of Ged. Could this be truly said of per- 
sons who shouid rise from the dead to be dam- 
ned? Are persons who are in a proper condi- 
tion to be damned, equal unto the angels, and 
the children of God ? How can we reconcile 
the two declarations of Christ, in Johar and 
Luke, on the supposition that the former as- 
serts a resurrection, from literal death and the 
grave, to damnation ? If, as Christ saysin Luke 
those who rise from the dead are equal unto the 
angels,and are the children of God, without 
any exception, it must be clear to every candid 
mind, that none can rise to be damned. The 
question then is, does Christ, in fact, assert on 
one occasion, that those who rise from the dead, 
are without exception, equal unto the angels, 
and the children of God, and on another occa- 
sion, that some will rise from the dead neither 
equal unto the angels, nor the children of God, 
but so far from either as to be subjected to 
damnation ? 

The fact is, Christ does not then contradict 
himself ; he makes no such opposite assertions. 
In the passage quoted from John, our Lord does 
not assert a resurrection of persons from the 
dead, either to life or damnation. He says 
they shall come unto the resurrection, but does 
notsay they shall rise. I marvel that this cir- 
cumstance hasno more been noticed, for it 
seems to be the only thing that saves our Lord 
from downright contradiction. Our Lord hav- 
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ing declared himself to be the resurrection and 
the life, it is easy enough to seé. how persons 
may come forth, from moral death and the grave 
in the present or any future time, to the resur- 
rection of life. It would be simply coming to 
Christ ; which is what every man does when 
he wishes to know the truth. On the other 
hand, we discover the meaning of coming to 
the resurrection of damnation, by the necessi- 
ty we are under of considering it the opposite 
of coming to Christ. For instance, the Jews 
could pot believe in Christ, and of course, would 
not come to him that they might have life, con- 
sequently they must adhere to the law. That 
law, as St. Paul declares, could not give life, 
but was a ministration of condemnation [dam- 
nation] and.death. If, therefore, when Christ 
was set before the Jews, they rejected him and 
clave to the law, they rejected the resurrection 
[ministration] of life, and came to the resurrec- 
tion [ministration] of damnation. Thusapply- 
ing what our Saviour said to what has transpired 
in this world, it is consistent, and agrees with 
facts ; otherwise applied, we make him contra- 
dict himself, and thus destroys his testimony. 
—Universal Magazine. J, BROOKS. 


LIBERALITY. 


* How is it that men, and christian men, 
too, can hear of one another’s sickness, and 
hear of one another’s misfortunes, without any 
emotions of anger, and with all the feelings of 
humanity and pity that christians ought to 


have for one another, and that they cannot 
bear aconscientiousman to avow sentiments 
different from their own, without a resentment 
that like a hot thunderbolt, hisses, and wounds, 
and kills where it falls ? No; it is not justice 
—it is not prudence—it is not humanity—it is 
not benevolence—it is not zeal for these 
dispositions ; it seems as if it were the explo- 
sion of an infected heart, where the milk of 
human kindness never flowed. If such emo- 
tions can proceed from christians, we must 
suppose what we are loath to think, that is, 
that some christians are, in some unhappy mo- 
ments, divested of all the principles of their 
holy religion, and actuated by the dispositions 
of the most ignorant and cruel of mankind. 

“¢ But” say they, ‘though we are not injur- 
ed, yet God is dishonored Ah ! is God dis- 
honored ? Imitate his conduct, then, Does 
he thunder—does he lighten—does he afflict 
this poor man? Behold ! his sun enlightens his 
habitation—his rain refreshes his fields—his 
gentle breeze fans and animates him every day 
—his revelation ever lies open before him— 
his throne of mercy is ever accessible to him 
—and will you, rash christian, will you mark 
him out for vengeance? I repeat it, imitate 
your Heaventy Farner, and at least, sus- 
pend your anger until that day when the Lord 
shall make manifest the counsels of men’s 
hearts, and then shall every man have praise of 
God.” —Robinson. 





‘Fhat superstition is the parent of real crime, 
we have innumerable examples. The follow- 
ing fact will serve for an illustration—-A cer- 
tain bishop while officiating at the altar, and 
who was reputed a saint, was knocked down, 
with the pious intention of converting him from 
a saint toa martyr. This occurred in Eng- 
land in the twelfth century. 


It often happens that those are most desir- 
ous of governing others, who are least able to 
govern themselves. 





POUTRY. 


I WILL SING PRAISE. 








EMBLEMS. 
B¥ REV. HENRY STEBBING, 


There is a freshness in the air, 
A brightness in the sky, 
As if a new-born sun was there, 
Just seraph-throned on high; 
And birds, and flowers, and mountain streams, 
Rejoicing in his infant beams, 
Are glad as if the Winter’s breath, 
Had never blown the blast of death. 


Softly along the silent sea 
The light wing’d breeze’s creep, 
So low, so calm, so tranquilly, 
They lull the waves asleep ; 
And oh ! as gladly on the tide 
Yon lofty vessel seems to ride, 
As if the calmly-heaving sail 
Had never met a sterner gale. 


And in a small, sweet covert nigh, 
Her own young hands have made, 
A rosy girl hath laughingly 
Her infant brother laid ; 
And made of fresh Spring flowers his bed, 
And over him her veil bath spread, 
With looks as if forever there 
His form should bloom as young and fair. 


And shall these pass away, aud be 
A wreck of what they were,— 
Shall birds, and flowers, and earth, and sea, 
And yon proud ship, and boy so fair, 
Be blasted with the tempest’s rage, 
Or worn with poverty and age, 
Till all of life and hope shail seem 
A heart-deceiving, feverish dream! 
Yes !—and ’tis but few years we need, 
With pective eye, 
In their ted tale to read 
Our own home’s history : 
We know their end—to us, to all— 
They are but blossoms, and they fall ; 
But yet young life, the sun, the flowers 
Are sweet as they were always ours. 


For they are emblems to the heart 

Emblems which have their counterpart 
In heaven's eternity ; 

And though their life be short, or done 

Witb our lost hours and setting sun, 

They are, within their moment’s flight, 


What there shall be for ever bright! AmuLzr. 





